
Universal African Dance  

and  

Drum Ensemble  

STUDY GUIDE  

One of the BEST Professional, Authentic African Dance 

and Drum Ensembles in the United States of America 

Performed and were chosen by World Renowned Scholars, Historians and invited by the 

President of Senegal to represent the United States of America at the World Festival of 

Black Arts and Cultures, a.k.a. FESMAN in Dakar, Senegal, West Africa.  Over 80 Nations 

sent their best scholars, historians, artists and performers in December 2010.  

STUDENT & TEACHER STUDY GUIDE  

A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots. 

(Honorable Marcus Garvey)  

E-Mail: UccUpk@aol.com  / Web-Site:  www.UnityCommunity.com 

(856) 365-4817 or (856) 365-1226 



Because of the vital importance that audience 

plays in live performances, we strongly suggest 

that you discuss the guidelines below with your stu-

dents before the performance. 

Thank you 

We want you to enjoy the performance, so here are 

some tips to make your experience successful and 

fun! 

¶ Use the restrooms before the performance begins. 

¶ Do not eat or drink during the performanceñthis 

creates noises and smells that distract other audi-

ence members 

¶ Avoid excessive talking; what you miss cannot be 

recaptured! 

¶ Respect the performersñthey work hard to prepare 

for the show.  Give your full attention and energy 

to these talented artist. 

¶ Stay seated (unless otherwise instructed). 

¶ Do not leave the theater until the performance has 

ended.  This is extremely disrespectful to the per-

formers and other audience members. 

¶ Turn off pagers, cell phones, alarms and other de-

vices. 

ATTENTION TEACHERS 

We want to know what you think! 

   Please tell us about your experience in a letter, e-

mail, drawings, review, or any other creation.  If you 

had a wonderful time.  Send your opinions, sugges-

tions, letters, e-mails or artwork to: 

Unity Community Center 

Universal African Dance and Drum Ensemble 

1544 Mt. Ephraim Avenue 

Camden, New Jersey 08104 

E-mail:  UccUpk@aol.com  

(856) 365-4817 or (856) 365-1226 

(856) 365-7318-FAX# 

EVENT GUIDE LINES 



Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble 

69 Member COMPANY 

 UNIVERSAL AFRICAN DANCE & DRUM ENSEM-

BLE, founded and directed by Robert and wife Wanda 

Dickerson in 1984 and co-directed by their oldest son 

Jamal and wife Ronsha Dickerson, has grown to be one of 

the largest professional African Dance & Drum Ensembles 

in the United States of America.  The Universal African 

Dance & Drum Ensemble headquartered in Camden, New 

Jersey which includes members from Camden, New Jersey, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Africa. 

 

 The Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble 

has also been blessed and sanctioned the best of its kind as an African-American Dance and Drum Troupe in America by 

scholars, historians and African Djelis (historians).  They strive to be sensational and electrifying with their amazing Stilt 

Walkers, Dancers, Drummers, Ground Masquerades and with an exciting acrobatic show. The Universal African Dance & 

Drum Ensemble has performed at many prominent and prestigious events in this country, including performing for and 

honoring leaders of countries, celebrities, politicians, religious, business and community leaders.  The Universal African 

Dance & Drum Ensemble's teachers and officials, have been taught by many great teachers from many countries in Af-

rica.  They are known for their West African presentations, of Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, The 

Gambia, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and more.  They have been blessed to have learned songs, dance and drum from a fa-

mous South African troupe called Thula Sizwe.  In 2007, Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble also had the privilege 

to learn and perform with a wonderful group from KENYA, East Africa, called The Friends of Sironka African Dance Troupe. 

 The Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble is also a very versatile group of professionals, educators, nurses, 

veterans, police, business, community personnel, college students, school students and children.  They are a very flexible 

troupe who are able to conform their troupe from 69 to 2 performers.  They professionally perform song, dance and drum 

from many sections and cultures of Africa, while teaching the culture of West, East, South, Central and North Africa, 

through the arts.  Their artistic and exceptional choreography gives them the ability to accommodate your specific events. 

 Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble has been blessed with five outstanding Stilt walkers and greatly 

blessed with the famous "Pasha" the Stilt walker / Dancer.   "Pasha" the Stilt walker has been a member since 1984. 

 

 Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble's identity, signature and highlighted performances with five genera-

tions of performers are how they represent the beauty of family with children, teenagers, young adults, adults and elders 

performing traditional African songs, instruments, dance and drum.   Universal African Dance & Drum Ensemble has been 

considered to be the trend setters for this kind of performances all over America.  They are very happy to witness people 

of many races, religions, cultures and ways of life, appreciating their performances of Love, Discipline, Culture and Family.  

The kind words of encouragement from thousands of people from all over the world, has been very inspiring.  This appre-

ciation helps Universal to stay strong, preserving and representing the beauty of African culture and most of all FAMILY.  
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AFRICA 

A continent is one of several very large landmasses on Earth. 

They are generally identified by convention rather than any strict 

criteria, with seven regions commonly regarded as continentsñ

they are (from largest in size to smallest): Asia, Africa, North 

America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia. 

African Americans, also called Blacks or Negros origination is 

AFRICA.  Most from West Africa. 

  We should all respect and honor the arts of all cultures.   Traditions are preserved especially through the arts, dance 

and music.  Within this study guide you will read information that can be referenced to all art forms.  However we will 

specifically stress the African and the African-American Arts that we do and specialize in.  

HOW BIG IS AFRICA? 

(1) You can put the United States of America in Africa 

      THREE TIMES. 

(2) You can put China, Europe, U.SA. and Alaska in 

Africa.  òAFRICA the riches source of land on EARTHó 


